
	  
	  

CRITERIA FOR DYSTOCIA DIAGNOSIS (ACOG/SMFM) 
 

Directions: Review 20 Nulliparous Term Singleton Vertex Cesarean cases to determine correct use of dystocia 
diagnosis. Place P if criteria met in each category. 

 Criteria 1 Criteria 2 Criteria 3 
 Diagnosis of Dystocia/Arrest Disorder 

(all three should be present) 
Diagnosis of Failed Induction 

before 6 cm dilation 
(both should be present) 

Diagnosis 
of failed 
induction 

after 6 
cm 

dilation 
(see 

criteria 1) 

Identifier 
(MRN, Other) 

Cervix ≥ 6 cm  Membranes 
ruptured, then 

No change x 4 
hrs with 

adequate 
uterine activity  
( or 6 hrs with 

oxytocin) 

Bishop score 
≥ 6 cm before 

elective 
induction 

Oxytocin used for 
a minimum of 12 
hours after ROM  

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

 


